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I’ve always liked hearing oxymorons, self-contradicting phrases like military intelligence or educational television. 

The word itself comes from “oxus” which means sharp and “moros” which means dull. 

Here are a few of my favorites.

Jumbo shrimp

Freezer burn

White chocolate

Plastic silverware

Sanitary landfill

Professional wrestling

And, here’s another self-contradictory phrase: boring worship. 

That reminds me of the little boy who asked his mother if she could remember the highest number she ever counted to. 

The mother didn’t know so she asked him about his highest number. 

He answered, “5,372.” 

The mother was puzzled and asked him why he stopped at that particular one. The boy responded, “Well…church was over.”

I want to suggest this morning that real worship is anything but boring. 

The very essence of what real worship does not allow us to be bored. 

Entertainment can boars us. Ritual can board us, so can social gatherings… but not real worship!

When we come before the majestic God of the universe, who has created everything and has done amazing things in our lives, we can’t help but break out into adoration, praise, worship!

We started this series on real worship as we began looking at Isaiah chapter 6.

Turn with me please to Isaiah 6:1.

Isaiah prophesized in the southern kingdom of Judah. This we know. History tends to repeat itself. Judah faced many of the same problems that we face today. There is truly nothing new under the sun.

In the first five chapters Isaiah has given us an summary of God’s message of pending judgment and call to repentance.

Isaiah begins chapter 6 by contrasting a human king with the King of all creation.
 
“In the year that King Uzziah died, 

Though Uzziah started out as good king pride would be his undoing. He would seek to come to God on his own terms.

He went into the temple to offer incense on the alter before the Lord. 
We need to prepare our heart when we come into God presence to worship. 

Real worship starts with Christ. We come to worship through Christ!

And, as we saw last week, when we come to God and see Him in his glory and splendor we are moved as Isaiah was to worship.

I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple. 

2 Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory." 

4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke.” 

And now as we continue to look at the vision Isaiah had we see the power of real worship as we consider the:

The In Side of Worship: Real worship moves us to Purity

Let read on in Isaiah’s vision found here in Isaiah chapter 6, picking up at verse 5:

Isaiah 6:5-7 (NIV) 
"Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty." 


6 Then one of the seraphs [burning ones- suggest their passionate zeal for the Lord] flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, "See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for." 

Here Isaiah recodes his response to all that he had seen, to having been in the presence of the Lord: 

“because my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts” [6:5].

I wonder how we would have responded to a similar vision of God. 

Would we feel awe, fear, joy or peace? 

For Isaiah, the effect of that encounter was different from what we might imagine. Instead of euphoria and joy, the prophet felt deeply unworthy.

This encounter with God raises an important question about real worship. 

As we worship, what would happen in us if we began to see God more clearly? 

The prophet experienced four outcomes, each illustrating an aspect of our relationship to God.

The first outcome is an:
I. Awareness: We will recognize our inadequacy in the sight of God - 6:5a. “Then I said: Woe is me”

What does it mean to become spiritually aware of ourselves? 

Notice three aspects of this awareness.

A. A consciousness of shortcomings: 

We will experience a sense of reproof, an understanding of our guilt. 

Intuitively, Isaiah understood that something was wrong in his life before God. 

Those that worship and never sense that they are inadequate in the sight of God are just going through the motions of worship.

This awareness brings about
B. A conviction of sin: 

We will experience a sense of responsibility. 

Our capacity to blame others for our failure is enormous. But, in God’s sight, we understand that our sin is not anyone else’s fault.

And this awareness brings about
C. A contrite or repentant spirit: 

We will experience a sense of remorse. 

We used to call this “Godly sorrow.” It is not enough to recognize sin. 

We must sense a brokenness over the damage that our sin has brought to our relationship with God, not simply remorse over getting caught.

Not only do we become aware of our shortcomings,
The second outcome of real worship is:

II. Evaluation:  We will examine ourselves differently – 

6:5b “I am undone…I am a man of unclean lips”

For the first time in his life, Isaiah saw himself against the backdrop of God’s glory and holiness. And when this occurred he cried out, “I am.” 

Notice the two dimensions of his self-examination.

A. Comparisons: 

Our evaluation of ourselves depends on the object with which we compare ourselves.

We, like Isaiah, can make four different comparisons when evaluating our spiritual progress.

1. We compare ourselves to ourselves – our personal progress. 

We might say, “I’m not a bad as I used to be.”

2. We compare ourselves to others. 

We might say, “I’m not as bad as he or she is.”

Isaiah had judged others, even pronouncing “woes” upon them [5:20, 21, 22].

3. We compare ourselves to angels. 

We might say, “I’m not as good as the angels.”

When he said, “I am a man of unclean lips,” he was contrasting himself with the angels whose lips cried, “Holy, Holy, Holy.” 

He knew he could not make that announcement with a clear conscience.

4. We compare ourselves to God. 

We should say, “I’m nothing in comparison to God.”

Isaiah saw God “on a high and lofty throne.” No doubt that vision clarified for Isaiah the vast difference between him [us] and God.

We evaluate our selves by
Comparison, then the second dimensions of his self-examination is:
B. Confession: 

We must agree with God’s evaluation of our lives and honestly admit our failures.

Today, the church of the living God fears honest confession. 

We must call sin by its proper name. 

Isaiah declares, “I am a man of unclean lips.” The lips are the instrument of praise. The angels had pure lips and could sing, “Holy, Holy, Holy.” 

Isaiah understood that his capacity to praise like the angels depended on his willingness to confess any hindrance to personal godliness.

Peter had a similar experience when He grasped the full nature of Christ. He cried, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man.”

Real worship leads to an awareness and proper evaluation and
The third dimensions of this self-examination:

III. Intervention: God will provide His remedy for our restoration – 

6:6 “a glowing coal…taken from the altar”; “the seraphim” – means “the burning ones”

Since we can do nothing to remove the stain of sin in our lives, God intervenes in response to our confession. 
Here we see two beautiful acts of God toward us.

A. “the glowing coal” – We see God’s mercy toward us.

We deserve a fiery judgment yet God spares us. We can define mercy as God not giving us what we do deserve.

B. “the altar” – We see God’s grace toward us.

In order to extend mercy God’s justice had to be satisfied. 

Something, or someone, had to die in our place on the altar. 

It reminds us that God paid the cost of redemption for us. 

This, of course, reminds us of God’s ultimate sacrificial lamb – His Son Jesus. 

Jesus died in our place and is God’s gift to us. We didn’t deserve this or earn it. God simply made this provision on our behalf – we call that grace. 

So we could define grace as God giving us what we don’t deserve.

“A story is told of Peter Miller, a plain Baptist preacher living in Ephrata, Pennsylvania in the days of the Revolutionary War. 

Near his church lived a man who badmouthed the pastor to no end. 

The man became involved in treason and was arrested and sentenced to be hanged. The preacher started out on foot and walked the seventy miles to Philadelphia to plead for the man’s life. 

Washington heard his plea, but he said, ‘No, your plea for your friend cannot be granted.’ 
‘My friend!’ said the preacher. ‘Why he is the worst enemy I have.’ 

‘What!’ said Washington, ‘you have walked nearly seventy miles to save the life of an enemy? That puts the matter in a different light. I will grant the pardon.’”

And God has done the same for us.

Awareness, evaluation, intervention
Which brings us to our final dimensions of this self-examination:
IV. Forgiveness:  God will declare our purification – 

6:7 “your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.”

The word “atone” in the Hebrew carries several significant meanings.
A. God cancels the debt we owe Him.

A sign in a convenience store read, “Check Cashing Policy: To err is human – to forgive, $25.” 

It’s a funny way to recognize the fact that we make mistakes, but it’s also evidence of the way many people think about forgiveness. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Since we could not repay it anyway, God pays it for us.

B. God covers our iniquity so that He sees it no more.

“A woman summoned for jury duty said to the Judge, ‘Your Honor, I can’t serve on a jury. I don’t believe in capital punishment.’ 

The judge said, ‘Ma’am, this isn’t a capital charge so that doesn’t matter. 

This is a case where a husband emptied out the wife’s savings account of $14,000 to take a three-day weekend with his girlfriend in Atlantic City.’ 

The woman said, ‘Okay, I’ll serve. And I could be wrong about capital punishment.’” 

Thank God, He promises to casts our sins as “far as the east is from the west.”

C. God cleanse the stain and shame of sin.

God removes the obstacles to fellowship with Him. In so doing He gives us peace and our guilt is gone.

D. God consumes our lives.

Someone has said “A good fire glorifies even the poorest fuel.”

We see this aspect of cleansing in the life of Moses at Mount Sinai. 

In the presence of God, Moses’ face shone with the glory of God. When he descended to the camp the people saw in Moses what Moses did not see in himself. They saw God radiating from the former murderer. 

All of his past was consumed by the presence of God. Thus, true worship flows from a clean heart.

Conclusion: 

And this is the great work of God. He forgives those that don’t deserve it.

Genuine forgiveness is incredibly powerful!”

Purity!
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